Modern Islam in India
The Bareilly school is important in India, but it is
moribund. It expresses and sustains the social and religious
customs of a decadent people : the civilization, or lack of it,
into which India fell after the feudal Mughal culture had
succumbed and before a new culture arose under the
imperial British penetration. Theologically, the school is
Hanafl, and it admits no ijtihad. It is socially accommodat-
ing, winking perhaps at the drinking of wine and the like :
but at the same time it adheres to the prevailing super-
stitions, saint-worship, and degradations. The Barelawl
mawlawis accept the piteous villages of India as they .find
them; ,and their Islam is without qualification or criticism
the actual religion of those villages. The leaders of the
school devote their extra time to the problems of scholastic
theology. Politically, some have favoured the Muslim
League ; but mostly they have been apathetic.
Quite different is the famous Deoband seminary. Next
to the Azhar of Cairo, the Ddr al *ulum at Deoband is the
most important and respected theological academy of the
Muslim world. Its influence and prestige throughout India
are, naturally, large; and they are all the greater for the
school's long tradition of concern for the material condition
of the Indian Muslims. The tradition is derived ultimately
from the movement of Shlh Wall Allah Dihlawl and the
Indian " Wahhabis " and has expressed itself in the partici-
pation of De'obandi 'ulama' in various revolutionary move-
ments, such as the Ghadr of 1915; and their more recent
support of Congress nationalism. Unlike Bareilly, Deo-
band is thoroughly dissatisfied with things as they are; and
it is vigorous and determined in its efforts to improve
them. Its aim is to resuscitate classical Islam: to rid
the Muslims of the theological corruptions, the ritual degra-
dations, and the material exploitation to which they have
fallen prey since the British occupation. Theologically, the
school stands for a rigid orthodoxy, of the classical, Aristo-
telean, type. The door of ijtihdd is closed tight. Deoband
maintains rigorously the premisses of Islam ; within the
limits of those premisses it is relentlessly rationalist. It